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}Dr. Jean Swenk, School Administrative Officer, 
CapoCA (California Connections Academy)

}Ferdi  Serim, Board Member/Co - chair Emerging 
Technologies Task Force, International Society for 
Technology in Education

}Carrie Jean Ross, State Development Manager and 
Parent, Connections Academy

}Delanie Ross, 9 th Grader, INSPIRE ( Idaho 
Connections Academy) 



ü Discover new tools that are emerging to help  build online 
academic learning communities and offering new takes on 
synchronicity 

ü Identify learning communities inherent in a virtual school

ü Learn how students, teachers and parents  collaborate, observe, 
share and reflect within and among their learning communities

ü Understand how online interaction and socialization takes 
place through synchronous and asynchronous activities, using 
new cutting edge technology tools. 



}What online communities do you 
belong to?

}Which technology tools support that 
community?



Online learning is about choice, 
and is not a panacea. It was never 

intended to be .

It is a good choice for some students .

It is the best choice for some students

Online learning should be a 
choice available to all students



¶Gifted - needing more of a challenge 

¶Struggling
¶Rural
¶Urban 
¶Elite athletes/ performers
¶Home - bound
¶Mobile (e.g., move frequently, military 

families)
¶Grappling with social and/or discipline 

issues



}1960s French ITV experience ðbroadcast model

}1880s French printing press  - two - way 
exchange

}1990s Web - liberate learning from locality!

}2000s - Entering the era of Community Learning 

(social networking, skype, read/write web)



}In òtraditional schoolsó we keep 

time constant and let learning vary

}In Online schools, we keep 

learning constant and let time vary as 
needed

It should be about the learning!



Any Where!
technology must be set up to allow anywhere access (digital 
equity issues arise as well! Home computers, Internet access)

Any Time!
policies must provide for secure access during and after school 

hours, combining synchronous (real time) and asynchronous (any 
time) options

Any Pace!
flexibility within a structure, allowing for variations in student 

readiness, when assignments get done (but with benchmarks to 
prevent òlast minute learningó)





}From a studentõs perspective

}From a parentõs perspective

}From a teacherõs perspective



Delanie Ross, 9 th Grade 
Student


